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Alexander Pettigrew ς Beekeeper 1818 ς 1884 
 
Born at Carluke, Lanarkshire, Scotland on the 10th July 1818 and baptised at Carluke on the  
27th July 1818, the third child of James & Jane Pettigrew (nee Forrest). 
 
Alexanderôs father, James was a labouring man, who had a hobby of bee keeping and produced 
honey. With his first yearôs honey sale profits of Ã100, he purchased a pub called ñTHE BLACK 
BULLò situated at 59 High Street in Carluke and it is still there. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
James bought the pub in 1816 from a William Forrest for £383. Carrying on business as Publican 
and Butcher.??   Interestingly the pub was built in c1795 by an Alexander Forrest.  They may have 
been distant family members, as his wife was a óForrestô before her marriage, but there are quite a 
number of óForrestô families in the area of Carluke. 
 
The hall was used for meetings by many organisations. On 2nd July, 1841, Brother James 
Pettigrewôs Hall was consecrated as the new Masonic Lodge Room by P.M. James Brown of 
Orchard and headed by the Carluke (and the Lodge) Band of Music, a procession took place and 
the new flag or colours were for the first time displayed.  The Lodge held its first Burns Supper on 
25th January 1861 in the Black Bull Inn when a goodly number of Brethren sang a selection of Burns 
songs. 
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In 1867, the Burns Supper of Carluke Bowling Club (est. 1864) was held in the Black Bull. 
Ownership passed down various members of the Pettigrew family until 1881. 
 
In 1881, the Lodge moved to the Crown Hotel but returned to the Black Bull four years later. (ñLodge 
St. John No 187 Carluke, The First 200 Years.ò) 
  
Napoleon III was seen as a threat to British shores in 1859 and men from all over the parish trudged 
through the snow to attend a meeting in the Black Bull. Their purpose was to raise a volunteer 
company of sixty men and the £300 needed to outfit the men. This was finally achieved and the first 
parade took place at Bogside in September 1860.  
 
In 1841, the Pettigrew Family resided at the Black Bull Inn, High Street, Carluke, Scotland. 
 

 
 

James (Alexanderôs father) died of Dropsy from Liver Disease at the Black Bull Inn, Carluke and  
            was buried on the 9th December1842, aged: 63.   His wife - Jane (Alexanderôs mother), had died 

six years earlier on the 14th June 1836, aged: 50.  Both James & Jane were buried in Carluke 
Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

James Pettigrew = Jane Forrest 
 b. 1779                    b. 1786 

marr. c1812 
d. 06/12/1842         d. 14/06/1836 

Janet Pettigrew 
bap. 24/01/1813 

William Pettigrew 
bap. 10/04/1814 

Alexander Pettigrew = Elizabeth Purdon 
b. 10/07/1818                   bap. 24/05/1924 

marr. 3rd Qtr 1847 
d. 10/03/1884                       d. 13/04/1908 

Margaret Pettigrew 
Bap. 28/04/1819 

Christian Pettigrew 
b. 03/12/1821 

James Purdon Pettigrew 
b. 2nd Qtr 1850 
d. 07/08/1858 

William Pettigrew 
b. 2nd Qtr 1851 
d. 18/01/1878 
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Elizabeth Purdon: 
 
Alexander Married Elizabeth Purdon during the September quarter 1847 in the Hull R.D. ï  
ref: 22/315. 
 
Elizabeth Purdon was born in early 1824 and Baptised at Humbleton, Yorkshire on the 24th  

May 1824, the daughter of William & Ann Purdon. 
 
1841 Census ï Parliament Street, St. Sampson Parish, City of York.   Aged: 15 [she was actually 
aged 17, but the 1841 age returns were rounded up or down to the nearest five years]. 
 ï occ: Female Servant to Robert & Jane Barnes - born: Yorkshire.  Not recorded here, but Robert 
Barnesô occupation ï was given as a Banker. 
 

 
 

Her parents were then residing at Flinton, Humbleton, Yorkshire, which was her own place of birth. 
In 1842, Alexanderôs father - James Pettigrew, wrote a letter dividing property between his children. 
 

1. Alexander Pettigrew, the eldest son and only brother of William, the late innkeeper, was 
a gardener at Cheetham Hill, Manchester in 1851 when he assigned tack to his sister, Janet, 
for £415. 
2. In 1855, when Christian assigned a part of tack for £60 in favour of Janet, Alexander was                        
land steward and gardener at Ballymenock, Co. Down, Ireland. He had been given first refusal. 
3. In 1865 Miss Janet Pettigrew living in Hamilton Street sold whole tack to Christian Pettigrew 
or Russell for £500. 
4. In 1880 William Russell, son of Christian inherited.  In 1881 William Russell sold to James 
Gillespie, Boyd Rows, Overtown for £1,000. 
 
[ñTackò is a Scottish language description.  There are a number of definitions of its use:  A lease, 
tenancy, esp. the leasehold tenure of a farm, mill, mining or fishing rights, tax- or toll-collecting, etc.  
The period of a lease, the contract or document of a lease] 
 
Alexander and Elizabethôs eldest son ï James Purdon Pettigrew, was born during the June 
quarter 1850 in the Manchester R.D. ï ref: 20/609. 
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By 1851, Alexander, his wife and their son were residing at Green Hill Lodge, Cheetham, 
Manchester.  This was also the residence of the Banker Edward Lloyd. Not recorded here, but 

Alexanderós occupation was given as ï Gardener and his son 
ï James P. Pettigrew as being aged: 11 months. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Their second and youngest son ï William Pettigrew was born during the June quarter 1851 in the 
Manchester R.D. ï ref: 20/633.  Probably born at Green Hill Lodge, Cheetham? 
 
 
 
By 1855 Alexander, Elizabeth and their two sons ï James & William had moved to Wrotham 
Gardens in Middlesex; this was a Palladian Mansion set in 2,500 acres of parkland, 17 miles north 
of Hyde Park Corner.  Due to boundary changes, it is now officially situated in Hertfordshire. 
 

 
 

Wrotham Mansion and Parkland 
 
By 1858, they have moved to Middleton Park, Oxfordshire; a large house that was demolished c1935 
and a new house built. 
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The Old Middleton Park Mansion at Middleton Stoney, Oxfordshire 
 
Their eldest son ï James Purdon Pettigrew died on the 7th August 1858 at Middleton, Oxfordshire, 
the death being registered during the December quarter 1858 in the Bicester R.D. ï ref: 3a/347, 
aged: 8.  He was buried in the All Saintôs Churchyard at Middleton Stoney, Oxfordshire. 
 

 
 
James Purdon Pettigrewôs Burial Record at All Saints P.C. Middleton Stoney, Oxfordshire 

Later in 1858 Alexander, Elizabeth and young William moved to Ballymenock House, Co, Down, 
Ireland. 
 

 
 

Ballymenock House, Co, Down, Ireland 
 
Presumably, Alexander was employed as a gardener on all three of these estates? 
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By 1861 Alexander and Elizabeth have moved back to Manchester, this time to Rusholme, 
Manchester. 
 
The 1861 Census shows them residing at Brighton Grove, Rusholme, Manchester,  
 
1861 Census ï Brighton Grove Nursery, Rusholme, Manchester.    Alexander Pettigrew ï Married 
ï aged: 43 ï occ: Nurseryman & Florist ï born: Scotland.   Also ï Elizabeth Pettigrew ï Wife ï aged: 
36 ï born Humbleton, Yorkshire.  Plus William Pettigrew ï Son ï aged: 9 ï Scholar ï born: 
Manchester. 
 

 
 

We had difficulty in finding the family on the 1861 Census, which can be explained by poor 
handwriting and poor transcription.   As can be seen he is listed as Alex ñPittiglioò.  We have informed 
FMP of the error. 
 
The Manchester Rates Books for May 1861 also show that Alexander resided at Brighton Grove.  
The record states that he rented a cottage, greenhouses and gardens all with a rateable value of 
£20. 18. 8d. 
 
According to the Rusholme History Society, around this time large villas were being built along 
Oxford Road and two schemes commenced in Rusholme: the earliest being 1836 at Brighton Grove, 
a very grand scheme with only four houses being built there. 
 



~ 7 ~  
 

 
 

Brighton Grove 1836 
(courtesy of Rusholme History Society) 

 
1871 Census ï No Trace. 
 
 
By 1871 Alexander was residing at Norman Road, Rusholme, Manchester, though I have been 
unable to find his 1871 census returns.  Again, he was renting a cottage, greenhouses and a garden. 
 
On the 8th February 1875 Alexander gave his address as ñSaleò when he published his 175 page 
book entitled ñThe Handy Book of Beesò.   This was a second edition, so there must have been an 
earlier edition published. 
 
 
 
The book that cost 4/6d, was advertised far and wide e.g. The Eastern Daily Press - Norwich, Norfolk 
dated the 15th June 1876. 
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Book Cover and Notes of ñThe Handy Book of Beesò. 

         
 


