Private John PALIN
No. 1381
4th Queen's Own, Light Dragoons
--------------Charge of the Light Brigade and Altrincham

Born:

November 1828 - Malpas, Cheshire, the son of Thomas & Eleanor Palin (nee Moile)

Bap:

10th February 1829 - St. Oswald's P.C. Malpas, Cheshire. F/occ: Glazier

Died:

Thursday 12th September 1901

Buried: Altrincham (Hale) Cemetery in the Hammond family Grave - Section 'E' - Grave 268
Rode in the Charge of the Light Brigade, served in the American Civil War on the side of
the Unionists and became a prisoner of war.
Spent the last 32 year of his life at
Altrincham, Cheshire, where he became known as - "Balaklava Jack".
The Palin Family Tree
Thomas Palin
b. c1802 – d. >1851
m. Eleanor Moile 25/02/1827
b. c1800 – d. Mar Qtr 1854

William Palin
b. 1827 – d. >1841

John Palin
b. 1828 – d. 12/09/1901
m. Annie Dutton
Jun Qtr 1875
b. 1832 – d. Dec Qtr 1884
m. Sarah Isabella Hammond
Jun Qtr 1887
b. 1840 – d. 16 Apr 1902

Thomas Palin
b.1830 – d. >1851

Eleanor Jane (Palin) Thomas
b. 1832 – d. >1851
m. William Halliday Thomas
b. c1820 – d. >1852
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Adeline Palin
b. 1834 - >1841

Ann Eklizabeth (Palin) Sherratt
b. 1835 – d. Mar Qtr 1909

1841: Census – Sandbach, Cheshire. Aged: 12, he was residing with Agricultural Labourer –
Charles Wright, his wife – Mary Wright, both aged: 25 and their two young children. 12 year old
John Palin’s occupation was recorded as “Silk”. His parents and his sibling were residing at
Rusholme, Manchester.
1848: His WO97 Army records state that he attested at Manchester into the 4th Queen's Own,
Light Dragoons on the 7th August 1848, aged: 19 years 8 months and served for a total of 1
year 10 months with the Army in Eastern Turkey and the Crimea and was the recipient of those
two medals.
The 4th Queen's Own, Light Dragoons, also then known as "Paget's Irregular Horse", was
stationed at Newbridge, Ireland.
He was recorded as being 5 feet 8 inches in height. Had dark brown hair, hazel eyes, with a
fresh complexion and that his trade was Veterinary Surgeon ???
Recruits were required to be a minimum of 5 ft 6½ inches to 5 ft 8 inches for light cavalry (5 ft 9
inches for heavy cavalry). A 'bounty' of £5. 15s. 6d was paid to cavalry recruits (£4 to
infantrymen), but most of that had to be spent on the purchase of kit, with only 10/- going to the
recruit.
The daily income for a soldier was then 13d (1/1d), slightly more for a cavalryman. He was not
able to spend that as he pleased as he had to pay a contract price for a daily ration of bread
and meat, sufficient for his dinner with a little left over for his breakfast. He also had to pay for
his clothing and its repair.
1846-1851: The regiment was posted once more to Ireland and was scattered across the south
of the country to deal with the widespread civil unrest. In 1851 (unfortunately after the date of
the census!) they returned to England and were based in Middlesex for 3 months, then at
Hampton Court and finally Woolwich for 9 months.
1851: Census – No Trace – stationed in Ireland.
1851 & 1852: Whilst stationed at Dublin, on 26th November 1851, he was court marshalled by
a Garrison Court Martial for embezzlement, found guilty and sentenced to 56 days hard labour.
His second misdemeanour was for theft for which he was tried by a District Courts-Martial on
the 28th June 1852 and this time sentenced to 168 days imprisonment.
Despite these
incidents, the records show that he had gained two good conduct payments during his service
with the British Army.
1852: In May the Regiment returned to their old barracks in Ipswich and Norwich. John took
part in the funeral of the Duke of Wellington when the Duke's body was interred in the crypt of
St. Paul's Cathedral on the 20th November 1852.
1853: The regiment left Ipswich in the summer and moved to Chobham camp for a month's
divisional training with the 2nd Division. After this, the regiment went to Brighton for 9 months.
[In 1852 Prince Albert, the Prince Consort was concerned that the Army was out of training. It
was decided to have a summer training camp on Chobham Common to run from June 14th
1853 to August 20th. This was organised as two - one month sessions, each involving 8,000
men and 1,200 horses. The troops divided into two ‘armies’ and formed lines three miles long.
Three field batteries of cannon added realism to the charges and counter charges across the
heathland. The Illustrated London News extensively covered the event; there were daily reports
and excellent illustrations. It was a very popular spectacle - there were 100,000 visitors on one
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day alone. Heads of state came from all over Europe. The most famous visit was by Queen
Victoria and the Prince Consort - from Chobham.net]
1854-1855: In May, the 4th Queen's Own Light Dragoons marched to Dorchester to join the
army being assembled for the Crimean War. On the 2nd July the order was received and the
regiment was formed into two squadrons of two troops each; each squadron comprised a total
of 21 officers and 299 other ranks. On the 12th July 1854 the regiment assembled in Exeter and
marched to Plymouth and boarded the troopship 'Simla', sailing to the Black Sea on the 19th.
The ship docked at Malta having beaten the record of six days and twenty hours for the sailing.
They were landed at Varna, Bulgaria on the 3rd August 1854, where the conditions were
miserable, The locals amused themselves by firing into their tents at night, whilst ants, locusts
and flies were their chief enemies. They were stationed at Varna for about six weeks, losing a
number of their men to Cholera.
On the 3rd September the 4th Light Dragoons once more boarded the "Simla" departing on the
7th September for their passage to the Crimea. They landed at Eupatoria Bay on the west
coast of Crimea with the rest of the British contingent on the 16th September 1854.
Dragoon's Baggage Marching Order taken from Roy Dutton's Book - "Forgotten Heroes".
On the 2nd of June, 1854 Lord Lucan issued the following “Carrying of Equipment” order:Near side of the valise
1 pr of canvas trousers
1 knife
1 towel
1 shoe brush

1 mug
1 flannel vest
1 spoon
1 hold all

1 shirt
1 fork
1 pr of socks
1 clothes brush

Off side of valise
1 pr overalls
1 pr of drawers

Ammunition was to be placed at either end of the valise. The forage cap carried between the
holsters, canvas frock, stabling jacket and shoes under the pocket and the web surcingle and
plume in the pocket of the valise. The camp blanket was to be doubled and folded in three and
laid evenly on top of the valise, the curry comb and brush were to be placed in the off-side
holster or wallet. The corn sack with 24 lb of barley evenly divided, was to be placed over and
behind the saddle. Two fore-shoes and two hind-shoes with nails were to be carried in the rear
and off-side shoe-case. The haversack containing the mess tin was to be worn over the right
shoulder and the water carrier canteen on the left shoulder.
Valise = a small piece of luggage that can be carried by hand, used to hold clothing, toilet
articles. Surcingle = a strap that fastens around a horse's girth.
The 4th Light Dragoons were not the only cavalrymen to take part in the famous Charge, there
were four other regiments - namely, the 8th Hussars, 11th Hussars, 13th Light Dragoons and
the 17th Lancers.
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Two pages from John's 1860 Discharge Papers (WO97)
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Crimea and the famous Charge
The following photographs were taken by Roger Fenton and considering the date and
conditions in the Crimea, are truly remarkable. See page 24 for Roger Fenton’s details.

Camp of the 4th Dragoons - Crimea

Camp of the 4th Dragoons - Crimea
The 4th Light Dragoons were lined up at around 11.00 am on the morning of the 25th October
1854 ready to take part in one of the most infamous actions in British military history and one of
the most disastrous - the Charge of the Light Brigade at Balaklava.
-5-

The line up positions at the start of the Charge from Roy Dutton's Book - "Forgotten Heroes"

At 11.13 am the Charge commenced. By 11.20 am, it was virtually all over and the survivors
were starting to make their way back to the starting point. John survived, but found that his
rolled cloak was riddled with musket-balls and that two had penetrated his water bottle. It was
established that John was the last British mounted survivor out of the Valley.
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The Valley of the Shadow of Death. Dirt road in ravine scattered with cannonballs

The Charge with Russian Guns Firing from each Flank
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Light Brigade Charge Timeline from Roy Dutton's Book - "Forgotten Heroes"
The loss of the Light Brigade had been such a traumatic event that the allies were incapable of
further action that day. Of the 666 men known to have ridden in the charge (sources vary
slightly), 271 became casualties: 110 killed (less than 17%), 129 wounded, plus another 32
wounded and taken prisoner. Additionally, 375 horses were killed. Private John Berry from
Altrincham was one of those taken prisoner.
John Palin received the Crimea Campaign Medal, with clasps for Alma (20th September 1854),
Balaklava (25th October 1854 - the infamous 'Charge of the Light Brigade'), Inkerman (5th
November 1854), Sevastopol (Siege of September 1854 to September 1855) and also a Turkish
medal.
[The Turkish Crimean War medal was a Campaign medal issued by Sultan Abdülmecid I of the
Ottoman Empire to all allied military personnel involved in the Crimean War of 1854-56].
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The Crimean Medal (left) with Sevastapol, Inkerman & Balaklava Clasps.
Turkish Medal (right)
(These are not John's actual medals - the 'Alma' clasp is missing)
He arrived back at Southampton on the 26th May 1855 and, at his own request, was discharged
from the British Army on the 10th December 1860.
1860: His discharge papers signed at Dublin (see page 4), state that he had completed his 12
years service with the British Army on the 6th December 1860. They also show that he had
gained two good conduct badges during his service.
1861: Census - No Trace – presumably stationed in Ireland again.
His “Intended place of residence” upon discharge was stated to be 3 Blackburn Street,
Liverpool. The 1861 census taken less than four months later shows the Sharratt family as
residing at this address - this was obviously John's younger sister - Ann Elizabeth Palin who
married Richard SHERRATT (spelt with an ‘e’ in the records) during the December quarter 1851
in the Liverpool R.D. - ref: 20/220.
1861: Census - 3 Blackburn Street, Liverpool (Sister's residence) - the surname was wrongly
recorded as Sharatt.
Name

Relation Condition Sex

Age Birth Year

SHARATT, Richard Head

Married

M

41

1820

SHARATT, Ann E
SHARATT, Julia A
SHARATT, Thomas
SHARATT, John
SHARATT, Eleanor
SHARATT, Julia A

Married
Widow

F
F
M
M
F
F

27
75
8
6
4
1

1834
1786
1853
1855
1857
1860

Wife
Mother
Son
Son
Dau
Dau
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Occupation
Where born
Disability
Decorator & Carver
Liverpool, Lancashire
Emp 3 Men And 3 Boys
Malpas, Cheshire
Malpas, Cheshire
Scholar
Malpas, Cheshire
Malpas Liverpool
Malpas Liverpool
Malpas Liverpool

1864: He left the shores of England in 1864 and travelled to America to take part in the
American Civil War where on 7th September 1864 he enlisted as a private at Albany, New York.
He served in Company ‘L’, 25th Cavalry Regiment, New York (where many were recruited from)
from the 15th October 1864. Company ‘L’ were involved in 13 skirmishes about Virginia and
the Shenandoah River.
During their last engagement at Madison Court House on the 22nd December 1864, against
Jackson's brigade of Confederate cavalry, John was captured by the Confederates and spent
two months as a POW in the grim Libby Prison at Richmond where he was held from the 20th
December 1864 before being exchanged at Richmond on the 15th February 1865.

John’s Civil War Muster Record
Libby Prison was a Confederate prison situated at Richmond, Virginia. It gained an infamous
reputation for the harsh conditions under which prisoners from the Union Army were kept. It was
located on a three-story brick warehouse on Tobacco Row. Prior to being used as a jail by the
Confederacy, the warehouse had been leased by Capt. Luther Libby.
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On rejoining his regiment after his release, he had been recommended for a commission, but
the Civil War ended and he was discharged on the 10th June 1865 at Winchester, Virginia.
1865: John then obtained employment in the New York Naval Yard, where he remained for two
years.
1868: In 1868 he returned to Cheshire and took up the occupation of cab driver.
1871: Census – The Lodge, Rollesby Hall, Norfolk. [Rollesby is a small parish in the east of
the county, close to the town of Great Yarmouth. The small village of Rollesby is in the centre of
the parish, and the eastern parish boundary runs through the middle of Rollesby and Ormesby
Broads].
Name

Relation Condition Sex Age Birth Year

PALIN, John

Head

Married

M

42

1829

PALIN, Annie

Wife

Married

F

39

1832

Occupation
Where born
Disability
Coachman &
Malpas, Cheshire
Domestic Servant
Norwich, Norfolk

It would appear that John & Annie have stated that they were married, when they were not, in
order to obtain employment that included living accommodation.
1873: On the 20th May 1873, at the Quarter Sessions of the Peace held at Nether Knutsford,
John was convicted of Larceny and given two months in Prison.
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The Cheshire Quarter Sessions file for May 1873 contains a printed calendar of the court cases
that states the following
John Palin: Age: 16 Occupation: Farm Servant
Magistrate: E Townshend Esq, Hartford, Northwich
Date of Warrant: 22 Apr 1873 Date in custody: 22 Apr 1873
Crime: Stealing one jacket, one pair of trousers, two vests and one child’s jacket the property of
Edman Scott Greaves at Davenham on the 19th Apr 1873
Date of trial: 20 May 1873

Tried before Sir Henry Mainwaring Bt

Pleaded guilty of larceny Sentence: 2 calendar months to hard labour in house of correction
at Knutsford to commence from the 20th May 1873

The Knutsford House of Correction 1818 - 1915

1875: Married - Annie DUTTON during the June quarter 1875 in the Northwich R.D. - ref:
8a/392.
Their son - Thomas Dutton Palin was born during the June quarter 1875 in the Nantwich R.D. ref: 8a/316. Baby Thomas died during the December quarter 1875, again in the Nantwich R.D.
- ref: 8a/255.
Attended 1st Balaklava Banquet at Alexandra Palace in October 1875. The meeting was a
success and from it came the Balaklava Commemoration Society formed in 1877.
1881: Census - 29 John Street, Altrincham.
Name
PALIN, John
PALIN, Annie

Relation Condition Sex Age Birth Year
Head
Wife

Married
Married

M
F

52
48

1829
1833
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Occupation
Disability
Cab Driver

Where born
Malpas, Cheshire
Norwich, Norfolk

1884: Annie died during the December quarter 1884 in the Altrincham R.D. - ref: 8a/119 - aged:
52 and was buried in the Bowdon Parish Churchyard on the 16th October 1884.
1887: John signed the loyal address in 1887. This was a scroll signed by the survivors of the
Charge of the Light Brigade that sent to Queen Victoria on the occasion of her Golden Jubilee in
1887.

The Queen Victoria Jubilee Scroll signed by John
Far Left Column - 4th Signature from Bottom

John married Sarah Isabella HAMMOND at St. Clements P.C., Salford, the marriage being
registered during the June quarter 1887 in the Salford R.D. - ref: 8d/114.
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This appears to have been Sarah's third marriage. In 1881 she is shown as a widow residing at
17, John Street, Altrincham with two Hewitt sons, born at Brighton and one Hammond son, born
at Altrincham.

Name
Relation Condition Sex Age Birth Year
Occupation
HAMMOND, Sarah J Head
Widow
F 41 1840
Dressmaker
Newspaper
HEWITT, Fred
Son
Single
M 19 1862
Canvasser
HEWITT, Arthur
Son
Single
M 17 1864
Clerk In Office
HAMMOND, Willie

Son

Single

M

8

1873

Scholar

Where born
Brighton, Sussex
Brighton, Sussex
Brighton, Sussex
Altrincham,
Cheshire

1890: John attended the Balaklava Survivors Benefit Concert that was part of Buffalo Bill's Wild
West Show, held at the Free Trade Hall, Manchester on the 31st July 1891. This was staged to
raise funds for the survivors of the famous Charge that were living in the north of England and
nearly £200 was raised. A total of 17 beneficiaries appeared on the stage - one of those was
John Palin and he can be seen in the photograph below. Only one problem.......sadly we do
not know which one of these 17 aging men he is.

On the 25th October 1890 another annual dinner was held at the Alexandra Palace and these
continued until 1913 when only seven survivors attended the last meeting at the Holborn
Restaurant, London.

1891: Census - 19 Stamford Road, Altrincham.
Name
PALIN, John
PALIN, Sarah J

Relation Condition Sex Age Birth Year
Head
Married M 63 1828
Wife
Married F
51 1840

HAMMOND, Jonathan W

Stepson Single

M

18

1873
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Occupation
Cab Driver

Where born
Malpas, Cheshire
Brighton, Sussex
Bowdon,
Clerk To Brass Finisher
Cheshire

John’s stepson Jonathan W. Hammond died in the Manchester R.D. in 1951, aged: 78 – ref:
10e/179.
Although he was already in receipt of a British Army pension, in 1891 the United States
Government granted him a monthly pension of twelve dollars and he retired in 1893.

John’s United States Army Pension record card dated the 8th December 1891
1895: On the 25th October 1895, he attended the annual Charge of the Light Brigade Dinner
held at the Royal Hotel, Birmingham. They earlier rendezvoused at the Birmingham Volunteer
Battalion Drill Hall, Thorpe Street, Birmingham where they were welcomed and given
refreshments.
1896: He received £30 assistance from Light Brigade Relief Fund.
residing at 19 Meadow Bank, Altrincham, Cheshire - Aged 63

He was at that time,

1901: Census - 43 Byrom Street, Altrincham. [Those shown in red were buried together in the
Palin/Hammond grave in Altrincham (Hale) Cemetery]

Relation

Condition

Sex Age

Birth
Year

Head

Married

M

28

1873

HAMMOND, Sarah Ann Wife

Married

F

29

1872

HAMMOND, Isabella
HAMMOND, Dorothy
HAMMOND, Marjorie
HAMMOND, George
HAMMOND, Gertrude
PALIN, John
PALIN, Sarah Isabella

Single
Single
Single
Single
Single
Married
Married

F
F
F
M
F
M
F

7
6
4
3
1
73
61

1894
1895
1897
1898
1900
1828
1840

HAMMOND, Jonathan
Wm

Daughter
Daughter
Daughter
Son
Daughter
Step Father
Mother
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Occupation
Disability

Where born

Engineer's Clerk Altrincham, Cheshire
Sutton Coldfield,
Warwickshire
Altrincham, Cheshire
Altrincham, Cheshire
Altrincham, Cheshire
Altrincham, Cheshire
Altrincham, Cheshire
Army Pensioner Malpas, Cheshire
Brighton, Sussex

John had a protracted illness, suffering from paralytic seizures and died on Thursday 12th
September 1901 - aged: 73 During the September quarter 1901 in the Bucklow R.D. - ref:
8a/132.

The Palin/Hammond Grave in Altrincham (Hale) Cemetery
1902: His widow - Sarah Isabella died on the 16th April 1902 - aged: 63.
quarter 1902 in the Bucklow R.D. - ref: 8a/144.

During the June

By 1911 the Hammond family was residing at 15 Cedar Road, Hale.
John Palin's Obituary in the
Altrincham Guardian 14th September 1901

Altrincham of Mr. John Palin, a veteran
soldier who took part in the famous Charge
of the Light Brigade at Balaclava. The
deceased who was 73 years of age had
been in failing health for several months and
in his later years it was evident that the hard
rough life to which he was exposed in the
early part of his career has left its mark on
what must have been of more than usually
strong constitution
He was born at Malpas in 1828 and enlisted
in Manchester in 1848, joining the 4th
(Queen's Own) Light Dragoons or 'Paget's
Irregular Horse', at that time stationed at

Death of Mr. John Palin of
Altrincham
A Crimean Veteran,
One of the Six Hundred
The death took place early on Thursday
morning at his residence, Byrom Street,
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Newbridge, Ireland. On the return of the
regiment to England a year or two later, the
4th Dragoons were stationed at Birmingham
when late one night in November 1852 they
received orders to march to London.
On the 18th of November the regiment
performed guard duties during the passing
of the funeral procession of the Duke of
Wellington. In the cortege were squadrons
of the three light cavalry regiments soon
after to be joined with the 4th in one of the
most memorable deeds of British daring the 8th (Royal Irish) Hussars, 13th light
dragoons, 17th Lancers and a squadron of
the famous Scots Greys.
In 1854 when Great Britain and France took
up the calls of Turkey and declared war
against Russia, the 4th were ordered to
embark for the east as part of Lord Lucan's
Cavalry Division of two Brigades.
The
heavies were the 1st, 2nd and 6th Dragoons
with the 4th and 5th Dragoon Guards. The
Light Brigade consisting of the 4th and 16th
Light Dragoons, 8th and 11th Hussars with
the 17th Lancers. The 4th Light Dragoons
embarked en-bloc at Devonport and were
landed at Varna about the beginning of
August.
After a stay of about six weeks there and
losing many men from Cholera, the corps
sailed with the rest of the Allied Army for the
Crimea, where they landed on September
18th. Two days later was fought the battle
of Alma. The 4th were in reserve that day,
but during the advance towards Balaclava
performed much useful duty in scouting and
foraging.
Mr. Palin often very bitterly
blamed the Allied generals for not having
made a cavalry raid into Sebastopol
immediately after Alma. "Nothing could
have stopped us" he often said. "There was
no garrison, but a few dismounted Cossacks
and a few sailors armed with the pikes and
flintlock pistols; the walls were only 3 feet
high and the guns were not mounted."
On the eventful morning of the 25th
October, the 4th paraded at 3.0 am awaiting
the arrival of the field officer - Major Low, its
three squadrons of each two troops could
only muster 118 sabres. Ten officers were
present, Lord George Paget in command.
He ordered the Corps to advance up the
plain in front of the Heavy Brigade. Major
Low had arrived and was talking to Lord

George when a round shot from Russian
field battery in front went over the head of
Palin and a sergeant next to him. A second
shot killed the horse of the Major Orderly
who had just rejoined his comrades. The
man was anxious to remove the saddle,
bridle, etc., but an officer called out to him
"Oh, hang those things, look out for yourself
man." and the 4th took up a fresh position.
Our veteran used to describe very
graphically the deeds of the 'thin red line' of
the 93rd and the stately trot of the Heavy
Brigade through the Sombre masses of the
Russian Cavalry. About 11 o'clock the
gallant but fatally mistaken Captain Nolan
arrived with the historic pencil note from
Lord Cardigan and the famous Charge of
the Light Brigade was the result.
Poor
Nolan an A.D.C. was on the right flank of the
first line (11th 13th and 17th) with the
second line (4th and 8th). Mr. Palin has
often described how the unfortunate Captain
was the first man killed in a fearful twenty
minutes and how those of the 4th and 8th
forming the second line saw his grey Arab
charger bear the corpse stiff and direct in
the saddle back to the position. He also
frequently spoke of the melee at the guns
and how the heavy grey-brown overcoats of
the Russians resisted the edges of the
troopers' sabres, who had to strike and the
foeman's faces and necks.
Mr. Palin used to say that a pair of revolvers
per cavalryman would have been invaluable
as they were unable to unsling or to use
their carbines. When the shattered remains
of "the finest cavalry brigade is ever left the
shores of England", (to quote Lord Raglan's
words) made their way back again through
the same deadly fire in small parties of twos,
threes or man by man, wounded and
unwounded on horseback and on foot, riderless charger and dismounted trooper over
the North Plain to the crest on which to sad
muster-roll was called.
Palin was the last mounted man to return of
the entire brigade. A sergeant of the fourth
was calling over the role when our old
neighbour rolled up. "Stay sergeant", he
said, There are two more of ours coming in
on foot." "Brien's horse has just dropped
and Smith's walking up the hill." Two of the
ten officers of the 4th were killed and two
wounded severely. Our veteran's rolled
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cloak was riddled with bullet holes and two
balls had passed through his water flask
which hung by his side.
At Inkerman on the 5th November, the
survivors of the charge were formed into
one squadron nicknamed the "Piebald
Squad" (from the motley uniforms of its
members and a variety of its mounts) and
were on the right flank and supported the
French Cavalry which preserved the 33rd
(Duke
of
Wellington's
Own)
from
destruction. The deceased often related the
horrors and privations endured during the
terrible winter of 1854-55 by the handful of
the Light Brigade who were posted at the
front all that trying season. Next year many
recruits and draughts came out and the
gallant old 4th was augmented to eight
troops and on the 6th Augusta 1855 was in
reserve at Tchernaya.
On December 8th the Light Brigade now
strengthened by the 10th Hussars and 12th
Lancers formed a chain of pickets in rear of
the attack on Sevastopol. After the fall of
that city, the 4th were stationed at Eupatonia
for a month and then embarked for home
arriving at Southampton May 26th. Their
uniform was now changed by having the
1856 jacket replaced by a German pattern
Hussar tunic, with five rows of braid and the
shako by one of the French Chasseur
shape. They were altered to a Hussar
regiment in 1861 and in 1863 were granted
the title of Princess Alexandra of Wales's
Own Hussars.
On December 10th, 1860, Palin was
discharged from the British Army and
afterwards went to New York. When the
great Civil War was at its height, in 1864, he
joined the 25th New York Volunteer Cavalry.
During the summer and autumn of 1864
Troop L was engaged in 13 skirmishes

about Virginia and on the Shenandoah
River. On December 21st (in the last
engagement on the register) at Madison
Courthouse, Palin was made prisoner by the
Confederates and sent to Libby Prison,
Richmond, where he passed two months.
Here his good humour and willingness to
turn his hand to any kind of work required
about the prison, rapidly gained him the
favour of his custodians and a parole for
shopping in Richmond. In February 1865
Sergeant Palin was exchanged and found
upon rejoining the Corps that his officers
had recommended him for a commission.
But the 25th N.Y. V.C. was after an
existence of 11 months (eight in the United
States Service 'mustered out' in May, the
war having ended.
Palin next obtained work in the New York
Navy Yard for two years and then leaving
the sister service, became a coachman
staying in America until 1868.
In 1876 Mr. Palin came to an employment in
Altrincham where he was regarded as
standard authority upon all military matters
being as replete with anecdote and
information as a volume of "The Regiment".
Before he lost his teeth some years back, he
often was a favourite at local entertainments
as a reciter of Tennyson's Charge of the
Light Brigade. In later years he was seldom
seen without his Crimea medal and its
clasps for Alma, Inkerman, Balaclava and
Sevastopol and the Turkish War medal. He
was in receipt of a pension from the British
government and about ten years ago was
enabled to relinquish his employment as a
cab-driver by the grant of a monthly pension
of $12.00 by the United States Government.
This placed him in a position of comparative
comfort and the closing years of his life were
passed in a calm and peaceful retirement.

The John Palin Commemorative Plaque
Albany Burrage, a Sale Moor resident, who had himself served in the 13th/18th Hussars,
discovered that John Palin's grave was in a rather sorry looking state and believed that this
needed to be corrected. He also felt strongly that someone who had fought for his Country all
those years ago should receive proper recognition in his adopted home town where he had
resided for the last 30 years of his eventful life.
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Albany embarked on a campaign to have John's grave renovated and for a commemorative
plaque to be mounted at the Altrincham (Hale) Cemetery where John Palin is buried.
On the 25th October 2013 at 11.00 hrs, the exact time when the 4th Queen's Own, Light
Dragoons were assembling and lining up for their infamous charge all those years ago, Albany
got his wish and had the honour of unveiling the John Palin Plaque now erected on the
Cemetery Chapel wall.

Albany Burrage supported by the British Legion Standard Bearer
at the unveiling and at John Palin's Graveside

The John Palin Memorial Plaque Mounted on the Altrincham (Hale) Cemetery Chapel Wall
The Sale & Altrincham Messenger reported the unveiling in their edition dated 31st October
2013
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See also -

"Crimean Veterans who fought for Uncle Sam" by Brian Best
"Forgotten Heroes - The Charge of the Light Brigade" by Roy Dutton

In his article "Crimean Veterans who fought for Uncle Sam" Brian Best wrote:"John PALIN enlisted into the 4th Light Dragoons in 1848 and was a Charger. He was generally
acknowledged as the last mounted man to return from the Russian guns; unwounded, despite
his rolled cloak and water flask being riddled with bullets. He took his discharge in 1860 and,
sometime during the next few years, sailed for America. In 1864, he volunteered for the 25th
New York Cavalry and was involved in numerous skirmishes in the Virginia theatre. On 21st
December, Palin was captured and spent two months in the grim Libby Prison in Richmond,
before being exchanged. When he rejoined his regiment, he found that he had been
recommended for a commission, but before he could be appointed, the war ended and he was
mustered out. He returned to England, where he augmented his British and American army
pensions by becoming a cab driver before dying in 1901"
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John Palin's Parents - Thomas & Eleanor Palin
By 1841, John's parents appear to have moved to Rusholme, Manchester.
Name
PALIN, Thomas
PALIN, Eleanor
PALIN, William
PALIN, Adeleine
EMERY, Ellen
MOTTERSHEAD, Mary

Sex
M
F
M
F
F
F

Age
44
40
13
7
25
20

Birth Year
Occupation
1797
Merchant
1801
1828
1834
1816
Female Servant
1821
Female Servant

Where born

Lancashire
Lancashire
Lancashire

By 1851 his parents are residing at 17, Drury Lane, Liverpool
Name
PALIN, Thomas
PALIN, Eleanor
PALIN, Thomas
PALIN, Eleanor Jane
PALIN, Ann Elizabeth
WEBSTER, Sarah

Relation
Head
Wife
Son
Daughter
Daughter
Servant

Condition Sex Age Birth Year
Married
M 49
1802
Married
F
51
1800
Unmarried M 20
1831
Unmarried F
18
1833
Unmarried F
16
1835
Unmarried F
18
1833

Occupation
Where born
Plumber And Glazier
Malpas, Cheshire
Victuallar
Malpas, Cheshire
Appraiser (Apprentice) Malpas, Cheshire
Malpas, Cheshire
Malpas, Cheshire
House Servant
Huyton, Lancashire

His mother died in 1854 and his father in 1858, both in the Liverpool R.D.

From - "Lives of the Light Brigade - The E.J. Boys Archive 4th Light Dragoons to the
Crimea 1854" http://www.chargeofthelightbrigade.com/
In the summer of 1853 the regiment, together with the 2nd Division, had taken part in the first
divisional training ever to be held in peacetime. The exercises proved of great value in the
active service conditions of the next year. For the following ten months the regiment was at
Brighton and, from May 1854, at Dorchester.
The long-expected order to prepare for Foreign Service was received on the 2nd of July. The
regiment was then formed into two squadrons of two troops each, with a total strength of 21
officers and 299 other ranks.
When the Crimean War commenced an almost-forgotten order dating from 1803 caused a rude
awakening. The order had instructed that every bandsman should be drilled as a soldier so that,
"in the case of active service", he could take his place in the ranks "completely trained and
accoutred".
The trumpet-major and trumpeters, hitherto part of the band, took up their own set specialist
duties, while the regular bandsmen exchanged cornets and trombones for the sword and lance.
The boys and younger men were sent with their bandmasters to their respective depots. (As a
result, the 4th Light Dragoons lost ten of their regimental band number, dead or prisoners of
war.)
On the 12th of July the regiment assembled and marched to Plymouth, where it embarked on
the troopship Simla on the 19th of July.
The published letters of Lord Paget and Robert Portal provide illuminating details of the
departure. Portal wrote, "The regiment had a splendid send-off. I never saw people so excited
as the Devonshire people at our departure; in every town we passed through all the inhabitants
turned out to see us, the ladies waving handkerchiefs and giving our men flowers etc., triumphal
arches erected in all the villages and flags waving from almost all the houses..."
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Paget wrote to his wife: "It was a most beautiful sight as the good ship Simla passed under Fort
Wise in Plymouth roadstead on her way out to the Sound, the hills covered in thousands, all
cheering as we slowly warped out."
The very inefficient administration of the British Government was soon apparent aboard the
Simla. The divisions between the horse-stalls was open for two feet at the bottom, with the
result that when a horse fell and the ship was rolling badly it got across the adjoining box in its
struggles and so kicked its neighbour, which in turn kicked out and struggled until it, too, fell.
The horse-stalls were all near the boilers, so that the poor animals suffered severely from the
heat when the ship got into the Mediterranean. They developed what Lord Paget called "a sort
of staggers", only relieved by throwing buckets of water over their heads. The horses had a bad
voyage, and but for the attentions of the men many more than the four which did would have
died by the time of the disembarkation at Varna on the 14th of August.
Soon after the Light Brigade arrived at Varna cholera broke out, but the 4th were saved by the
care of the officers, who "everlastingly told the men to take it in time, which they were doing,
and so recover." During the month spent at Varna only five men of the regiment died.
The regiment embarked for the Crimea proper on the 2nd of September 1854, once more
aboard the Simla. The convoy sailed on the 7th and a landing was made at Kalmatia Bay on the
16th, the enemy making no attempt to resist.
On the 19th of September the southward march began, the 4th Hussars, much to their disgust,
marching with the 4th Division at the rear of the column. At the Alma Lord Paget tried to get
permission for the regiment to go forward with the Light Brigade, but this was refused. So they
remained where they were, on a hill to the left rear, and where they had a panoramic view of the
whole enemy position. One small job was given them, the blowing up, after a brush with
Cossack skirmishers, of a number of abandoned Russian ammunition wagons.
On reaching Balaclava however, the 4th Division marched through the encamped army to
positions overlooking Sebastopol, thus moving to the front and to the great delight of the 4th.
Lord Lucan gave Paget an order to remain with the Light Brigade, but on being told they were
under the orders of General Cathcart were allowed to remain with the 4th Division. For several
days following this the regiment was transferred to one division after another, much to the
detriment of men and horses and their needs for rations and forage.
By the 18th of October a strong Russian force of twenty-five battalions of infantry, thirty of
cavalry and seventy-eight guns stood ready to sweep down on to the plain at Balaclava. Every
day the cavalry stood-to at dawn and from the 20th of October from half-past four in the
afternoon until six the following morning. The 24th brought news by a Turkish spy that a full
scale attack was imminent, but after the false alarms of the previous days Lord Lucan decided
to take no action.
On the 25th October 1854, the 4th were at less than half-strength, one troop being detached for
duty with the 2nd Division, the actual turn-out being 12 officers, 11 Sergeants and 104 rankand-file. The 4th were in the second line and with Lord George Paget commanding them and
the 8th Hussars, kept at a slower pace until the proper distance of 200 yards between the lines
was achieved. Soon the 11th Hussars dropped back to the second line following on a prearranged signal, the 4th and the 8th now becoming the third line.
As Robert Portal recalled: "A most fearful fire opened up on us from the hills on both sides,
grape, shells and mini-balls fell like hail around us, to say nothing of the 18lb shot which
whistled through our ranks, dealing death and destruction to all around. The plain was soon
covered with dead and dying horses, dismounted men, dead officers, dead men, in short, never
such a scene...."
With the lead troops disappearing into the pall of smoke and dust the 4th came unexpectedly
upon the Russian guns. Cut and thrust was the order of the day and on the right the 8th
Hussars galloped into the thick of the Russian cavalry. During the fighting at the guns some of
the Russian gunners attempted to take their guns away by lasso harness and at once an officer
of the 4th attempted with some men to hitch a gun to a horse, but he was told to "deal with the
Russians first..."
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By the time all had been killed or dispersed only something resembling more than a party of
skirmishers than a regiment remained. Joining up with the 11th Hussars, themselves only 20 or
30 strong, and returning from the pursuit of the Russian lancers with more than ten times their
number of Cossacks following, Paget took command and faced the enemy, but 500 yards to
their rear squadrons of Russian cavalry had formed in double column. Giving the order, "Threes
about!" and "Charge" the small party galloped at the Russian lancers. The latter had started
slowly to the advance, but suddenly they halted and swung into line. Yet they stood fast and
allowed the British line to gallop along their front, the men on the right parrying lance thrusts
with their swords as they passed.
After the ride back up the valley, still harassed by the guns on the Causeway heights and the
incessant fire of the Russian infantry, came the melancholy business of the roll-call. Of the 127
men who had set out towards the guns, only 62 answered their name. Two officers and 25 other
ranks had been killed, as well as 40 horses.
Two officers, 25 other ranks and 19 horses were wounded and sixteen other ranks taken as
prisoners-of-war. Of the 19 wounded horses, 12 had later to be shot. Six of the men taken
prisoner had been wounded and five of them subsequently died in captivity. Lord Paget's
orderly, Samuel Parkes, "a fine specimen of an Englishman, six feet two inches tall," had saved
the Colonel's trumpeter, Crawford, who was attacked by two mounted Cossacks after his
(Crawford's) horse had fallen from exhaustion and he had lost his sword in the fall. (See records
of Parkes and Crawford.)
A week after Balaclava the Light Brigade were moved up to the plateau before Balaclava, the
4th being down to 130 of all ranks, and 40 of those were on the sick list. Here they took a part,
albeit a passive one, in the battle of Inkerman. Halted, and under the brow of a hill, Paget
wrote... "The fire was as heavy as we have ever been under. It was very trying, rendered doubly
so by having to sit still under it..". Fortunately the hill to their front protected them and the
regiment lost only two men killed. One of the men killed was 1065 James Rickman, Paget's new
orderly and the successor to Parkes.
The winter of 1854-55 was, in common for all the troops in the Crimea, one of hardship and
suffering, the regiment remaining at half-strength until remounts and reinforcements arrived
from England. By November of 1855 the regiment had been reinforced to a total of 500 men
and 270 horses. Unfortunately the hot summer of 1855 brought outbreaks of cholera, which
struck down many of the men newly arrived from home, and including thirty of the original
regiment.
There was no place for the cavalry for the final assault on Sebastopol, but in October of 1855 it
was decided to send an expeditionary force round to Eupatoria by sea, where it would harass
the Russian lines of communication to the north. The 4th formed part of the 2nd Brigade, with a
troop of the Royal Horse Artillery, attached.
Landing at Eupatoria on the 13th of October the expedition marched inland to the 21st in search
of the enemy. But any forces they met with immediately withdrew. The water shortage was
serious, the column having to return to Eupatoria with considerable suffering for men and
horses after two days on each occasion the force set out.
The Russians were never brought into action and by the end of November the expedition was
called off and the cavalry brigade embarked, sailing, to their great delight, not to Balaclava, but
to Scutari. Here the regiment moved into a well-hutted camp and spent the winter of 1855 in
comparative comfort.
Embarking on the 4th and 5th of May 1856, the regiment sailed aboard the steamships
Assistance and Lindsay, bound for Portsmouth. The total battle casualties had been extremely
light. Two officers had been killed in action and two had been wounded, one only slightly. Of the
other ranks, 17 had been killed, 2 had died of wounds, and 16 had been seriously wounded. But
sickness had taken a heavier toll: one officer and 102 men had died and 60 men had been
invalided home and discharged. All the prisoners taken at Balaclava who were still alive had
returned before the regiment left for home.
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Reduced in numbers or increased, as the circumstances of the time dictated, the regiment
passed the next five years in various camps in England before being one of the first to occupy
the newly-built huts at Aldershot, put up as a first step to making it a permanent camp.
Following a further five uneventful years in Ireland, 1865–67 saw them in Scotland.
In the spring of 1867 orders were received to prepare for service in India, for the second time in
their history.
The Depot went to Canterbury, and the service troops to Exeter, from where they embarked
aboard the troop-ship Serapia on the 15th of October 1867. There were 27 officers, 450 other
ranks, 55 women and 71 children. They landed at Bombay on the 29th of November, a voyage
of six weeks compared with the four and a half months forty years before. A train journey to
Doolali* followed in order to acclimatise. During the first week of January 1868, the regiment left
on a two-month march to Meerut. There were only two casualties, both of whom died of fever.
*[Actually - Deolali - a town near Bombay where the British had a transit camp. You were said
to go "Doolali" or suffer from "Doolali Tap" if you were stationed there, as you were in danger of
losing your mind from the boredom and the heat].
In 1855 Alfred Lord Tennyson wrote his famous Charge of the Light Brigade Poem:
1. Half a league, half a league,
Half a league onward,
All in the valley of Death
Rode the six hundred.
"Forward, the Light Brigade!
"Charge for the guns!" he said:
Into the valley of Death
Rode the six hundred.
3. Cannon to right of them,
Cannon to left of them,
Cannon in front of them
Volley'd and thunder'd;
Storm'd at with shot and shell,

Boldly they rode and well,
Into the jaws of Death,
Into the mouth of Hell
Rode the six hundred.
5. Left of six hundred.
Cannon to right of them,
Cannon to left of them,
Cannon behind them
Volley'd and thunder'd;
Storm'd at with shot and shell,
While horse and hero fell,
They that had fought so well
Came thro' the jaws of Death
Back from the mouth of Hell,
All that was left of them,

2. "Forward, the Light Brigade!"
Was there a man dismay'd?
Not tho' the soldier knew
Someone had blunder'd:
Theirs not to make reply,
Theirs not to reason why,
Theirs but to do and die:
Into the valley of Death
Rode the six hundred.
4. Flash'd all their sabres bare,
Flash'd as they turn'd in air,
Sabring the gunners there,
Charging an army, while
All the world wonder'd:
Plunged in the battery-smoke
Right thro' the line they broke;
Cossack and Russian
Reel'd from the sabre stroke
Shatter'd and sunder'd.
Then they rode back, but not
Not the six hundred.
6. When can their glory fade?
O the wild charge they made!
All the world wondered.

Honour the charge they made,
Honour the Light Brigade,
Noble six hundred.

John Palin regularly read this poem to gatherings of people at Altrincham.
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Roger Fenton (Photographer) 1819 - 1869
The story of the superb photographs in this document is interesting in itself, bearing in mind that
they were taken so far away from home, in a hot climate at the very beginning of photography.
The photographer was Roger Fenton.
From Wikepedia - Roger Fenton's Crimean War photographs represent one of the earliest
systematic attempts to document a war through the medium of photography. Fenton, who
spent fewer than four months in the Crimea (March 8 to June 26, 1855), produced 360
photographs under extremely trying conditions. While these photographs present a substantial
documentary record of the participants and the landscape of the war, there are no actual
combat scenes, nor are there any scenes of the devastating effects of war.
Roger Fenton was born in Crimble Hall, then within the parish of Bury, Lancashire, on 28 March
1819. His grandfather was a wealthy cotton manufacturer and banker, his father a banker and a
Member of Parliament. Roger was an accomplished artist and served on the board of the
North London School of Drawing and Modelling. In 1849, 1850 and 1851 he exhibited paintings
in the annual exhibitions of the Royal Academy.
Fenton visited the Great Exhibition in Hyde Park in London in 1851 and was impressed by the
photography on display there. By 1852 he had photographs exhibited in England, and travelled
to Kiev, Moscow and St. Petersburg and also photographed views and architecture around
Britain. His published call for the setting up of a photographic society was answered in 1853
with the establishment of the Photographic Society, with Fenton as founder and first Secretary.
It later became the Royal Photographic Society under the patronage of Prince Albert.
It is likely that in autumn 1854, as the war grabbed the attention of the British public, that some
powerful friends and patrons - among them Prince Albert and the Duke of Newcastle, secretary
of state for war - urged Fenton to go the Crimea to record the happenings. He set off aboard
HMS Hecla in February, landed at Balaclava on the 8th March, remaining there until the 22nd
June. Fenton took with him - Marcus Sparling as his photographic assistant, a servant known as
William and a large horse-drawn van of equipment.

Roger Fenton

The Photographic Wagon cum Dark Room
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Due to the size and cumbersome nature of his photographic equipment, Fenton was limited in
his choice of motifs. Because the photographic material of his time needed long exposures, he
was only able to produce pictures of stationary objects, mostly posed pictures; he avoided
making pictures of dead, injured or mutilated soldiers. But he also photographed the landscape,
including an area near to where the Charge of the Light Brigade took place.
Despite summer high temperatures, breaking several ribs in a fall, suffering from Cholera and
becoming depressed at the carnage he witnessed at Sebastopol, Fenton still managed to make
over 350 usable large format negatives. An exhibition of 312 prints was soon on show in
London and at various places across the nation in the months that followed. He died on the 8th
August 1869 at his home in Potter's Bar, Hertfordshire, aged just 50 - his wife died in 1886.
Their graves were destroyed in 1969 when the Potter's Bar church where they were buried was
deconsecrated and demolished.

Private John Berry No.1306 11th Hussars
John was born at Altrincham in 1826. He enlisted into the 11th Hussars on the 14th November
1846.
It is believed that his parents were William & Deborah Berry and that he was baptised at St.
Mary's Parish Church, Bowdon on the 5th March 1826. William's occupation given as - Weaver.
Deborah was buried at Bowdon on the 20th November 1826 - aged, 22.
The 1851 Census for the Queen's Barracks, St. Matthews, Ipswich, Suffolk records John Berry
as a 24 year old Private serving with the 11th Hussars.
John Berry also took part in the Charge of the Light Brigade. He was taken prisoner by the
Russians at Balaklava and died either at Simpheropol or on the road from Sebastopol, Crimea.
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